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GYMNASTICS WA 

Board of Management  
President  
Steve Turpin  sjturpin@iinet.net.au 
Vice President   
Steve Chetkovich chetk@arach.net.au 
Elected Members 
Tony Burton highflyers1@optusnet.com.au 
Debbs Van Hagen spiritgymsports@hotmail.com 
Gail Melinger  star_mites@primus.com.au 
Allen Creighton abstraction@bigpond.com 
Appointed (Executive Director) 
Robyn Kuhl director@gymnasticswa.asn.au 
Appointed (Marketing) 
Rick Elkington rick@iinet.net.au 
Appointed (Planning) 
Kim Tarzan  tarzan5@amnet.net.au  

Office Staff  
Executive Director  
Robyn Kuhl 0400 732 793 
  director@gymnasticswa.asn.au 
Finance / Office 
Sally Cruttwell 0400 732 815 
  finance@gymnasticswa.asn.au 
Club 10 Officer 
Toni Austin 0407 193 540 
  club10@gymnasticswa.asn.au 
Web Administration 
Sam Williams 0400 732 966 
  web@gymnasticswa.asn.au 
Education 
Adele Taylor 0400 609 135 

             education@gymnasticswa.asn.au 
Sports Manager – MAG/AER/ACRO 
Suzie Brown 0400 609 382 
  mag@gymnasticswa.asn.au 
  acro@gymnasticswa.asn.au  
Sports Manager – WAG 
Karyn Murray 0417 953 813 
  wag@gymnasticswa.asn.au 
Sports Manager – TRP / Education 
Ruth Gibbons 0418 948 974 
  tramp@gymnasticswa.asn.au 
MAG HPC Manager / GSCS / NW 
Alida Scott 0400 609 541 
  maghpc@gymnasticswa.asn.au  
Reception  
Sharron Isard 08 9228 9399 
Carey Humble  info@gymnasticswa.asn.au 
Data Entry 
Darlene Kural  data@gymnasticswa.asn.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SMC Executive  

MAG 
Chair/Technical Director Richard Kural 
Coaching Coordinator James Keatley 
Judging Coordinator Michael Williams 

WAG 
Chair/Technical Director  Desiree Jones 
Coaching Coordinator Pam Pryce 
Judging Coordinator Tracy Holmes 

RG 
Chair/Technical Director Karyn Murray 
Coaching Coordinator Leah Gay 
Judging Coordinator Karen Gilgallon 

GG 
Chair/Technical Director Rachael Steen 

CHEER  
Chair   Julie Biltoft  
Coaching Coordinator Briony Keenan 
Judging Coordinator Ann Ranieri 

AER 
Chair   Karon Williams 
Coaching Coordinator Trudi Nurse 
Judging Coordinator Debbs Van Hagen 

TRAMP 
Chair   Tony Burton 
Coaching Coordinator Philippa Pruess 
Judging Coordinator Pam Walker 

ACRO  
Chair/Technical Director  Debbs Van Hagen 
Coaching Coordinator Ken Caraher 
Judging Coordinator Jane Collins 

Life Members  
N Read J Simenson*  T Delhanty 
P King N Hunt N Jol-Jacoby 
V Norris-Buffham A Kovacs M Panizza 
D Robertson*  C Burch B Thompson 
M Strauss* L Chetkovich J Biltoft  
D Segon T Fritz  (* deceased) 

Regional Coordinator  
NWRGA / GSCSRGA 
Alida Scott  maghpc@gymnasticswa.asn.au 

Advertising in GWA Bulletin  
Free for all members.  Charges for 
non-members or non-gymnastics related ads 
apply.  Please contact the office for rates. 
 
Deadline - 2nd Wed of the month 
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Planning for 2009  
The 2009 Calendar  has now been 
released for general distribution – for 
those of you that want to take a look 
you can find this on the GWA website 
gymnasticswa.asn.au/Events&Results.htm.  
Please note that there may be a 
couple of changes pending RG 
National Clubs and ongoing 
discussions with MAG and WAG in 
relation to competition structures – 
hopefully these changes will be made 
prior to the production of the calendar. 
 
The 2009 GWA Annual Conference 
information has also been released 
gymnasticswa.asn.au/coacheducation.htm – 
please make sure that you take the 
time to read it – it is an action packed 
agenda! 
 
Information in relation to GWA 
Membership Fees for 2009 (as voted 
at the AGM Fees held on the 26 
October 2008) has also been released 
and is available for general 
distribution. 
 
Still to come…  
Due for release shortly; 
• Event / Spectator Entry Fees 
• State Gymnastics Centre Facility 

Usage Fees 
• Education (Coaching & Judging 

Fees) 
 
SMC’s for 2009  
Information in relation to nominations 
and a nomination form are included in 
this Bulletin.  Please send your 
nomination forms into the office as 
soon as possible. 
 
Thank you to each and every person 
that has filled a role on one of the 
2008 GWA Sports Management 
Committees – your support and help is 
greatly appreciated. 

Staffing News - 2009  
Please find in the next page 
of this Bulletin information 
outlining the staffing structure for 
2009. 
 
You will notice that we have to date 
made two new appointments - 
welcome to both Ruth Gibbons and 
Natascha Wachter who have both 
accepted the two Manager positions 
within the organisation. 
 
It is however with great sadness that I 
announce that Ann Ranieri has left the 
employment of Gymnastics WA 
(GWA) and that Karyn Murray has 
indicated that she will not be 
continuing with the staff team in the 
new year.  We wish them both every 
success in their future ventures and 
thank both of them for their support 
and loyalty throughout their 
employment with GWA. 
 
Fortunately for gymnastics we will be 
able to see them with the numerous 
other roles that they play within our 
community – which is great news. 
 

Office Closure 

The GWA Office will be closed 
from 1.00pm on Friday the 19 

December 2008 – opening again 
on Monday 5 January 2009.  

Congratulations!!  
Congratulations to Jo Edinger (RG), 
Des Jones (WAG) and Karon Williams 
(AER) who have all been selected on 
the 2009 – 2012 GA Technical 
Commissions. 
Congratulations to Des Jones on her 
selection to judge at the (WAG) World 
Cup. 
Congratulations to Rachel Smith (RG) 
on winning ‘Best in Talent’ Australia’s 
Miss Earth World 2008. 
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2009 GWA Staffing Structure  
 

Executive Director (FT) 
(Robyn Kuhl) 

Line Management:   
Managers – Operations, Services & Development, Gymsports 
HPC programs (including MAG HPC program, liaison with WAIS & RG HPC and the DSR 
Regional Academy Scheme (now Regional Talent Development Scheme) 
MAG HPC = Alida Scott (15 hrs), Igor Bespalov (FT), Oleg Tarkov (FT), Elena Bespalova 
(16.5 hrs) , Zoey Blampey (13.5 hrs), Chris Fonda (6 hrs) & Michelle Ranieri (4 hrs) 
Areas of Responsibility: 
Oversee all activities within the organization. 
Executive Officer to the GWA Board 
Chairperson – Gymsports Meeting, Primary User Group Meetings 

 
Manager – Operations  

(36 hrs) 
(Sally Cruttwell) 

Manager – Services & 
Development (38 hrs)  

(Natascha Wachter) 

Manager – Gymsports  
(36 hrs ) 

(Ruth Gibbons) 
Line Management: 
Senior Reception / 
Administration (FT) 
(Sharron Isard) 
Reception / Administration 
(FT) 
(Carey Humble) 
Data-base Officer  
(19 hours) 
(Darlene Kural) 
Website Officer / Bulletin 
Editor (6 hours) 
(Sam Williams) 

Line Management: 
Club 10 Officer (20 hrs) 
(Toni Austin / Sam Williams) 
Education Officer (36 hrs) 
(Adele Taylor) 
 
 
Gymnastics For All - Projects 
(10 hrs) 
(12 month contract) 
(Schools, After Schools & 
Project Connect) 
 

Line Management: 
Events Officer  
Events Officer / State Teams  
SMC Support Officer / State 
Teams  
 
NB: State Teams to have 
contracted HOD’s - each 
employed annually.  
At this stage likely 
employment to be late 
January / early February 
2009. 

Areas of Responsibility: 
Administration Support 
Finance 
Invoicing, Purchasing & 
Ordering 
Athlete, Coach & Judge 
Registrations 
Inventory & Stock 
Facility Management 
Data Entry – Competition 
Entries 
 

Areas of Responsibility: 
Club 10 
Club Development 
Education – Judges 
Education – Coaches 
Education – GWA Other 
Education & Servicing – 
Presenters 
GFA – Displays 
GFA – Schools 
GFA – Project Connect  
GFA – Regional Liaison 
GFA – Indigenous Project 

Areas of Responsibility: 
Co-ordination & distribution 
of OOW’s 
Co-ordination of Floor 
Managers 
Preparation of Venue, 
Competition Boxes, Awards, 
Certificates etc. 
Co-ordination of all activities 
pertaining to the State Team 
and line management of the 
HOD’s 
Liaision and support to the 
SMC’s 
Oversee SMC Technical 
Regulations and updating. 

GWA Staffing Structure  
Approved GWA Board – 8 September 2008 

 
Positions indicated in red are currently in the process of being interviewed.  
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SPORTS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEES 

Men’s Artistic Gymnastics  
 

Position Incumbent Election Entitlements / Appointment  
Chair / Technical Director Richard Kural Not Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Secretary / Promotions / 
Communications Coordinator 

Zoey Blampey Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 

Judging Coordinator Michael Williams Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Coaching Coordinator James Keatley Not Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Events Coordinator Zoey Blampey Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
HPC Representative Igor Bespalov Appointed Voting – Appointed  – 1 year 
Committee Member Sarah Miller Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Committee Member Sue Perry Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Committee Member Alida Scott Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

Women’s Artistic Gymnastics  
 

WAG SMC    
Position Incumbent Election Entitlements / Appointment  
Chair / Technical Director Desiree Jones Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Secretary / Promotions / 
Communications Coordinator 

Nicki Aspinall Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 

Judging Coordinator Tracy Holmes Not Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Coaching Coordinator Pam Pryce Not Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Events Coordinator Amelia Foster Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
HPC Representative Michelle Yardley Appointed Voting – Appointed  – 1 year 
Committee Member Melissa Read Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Committee Member Jacinta Dudley Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
    
ELITE MANAGEMENT    
Position Incumbent Election Entitlements / Appointment  
Elite Technical Director Head of WAIS 

(Liz Chetkovich) 
Appointed Appointed 

Chair / Technical Director Desiree Jones Appointed Appointed 
Elite Coaching Michelle Yardley Appointed Appointed 
Elite Judging Heidi Rose Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Club Elected Representative Sharron Isard Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Club Rep – IDP 3 (Int 5 Prev) Elise Pryce Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
    
    
JUDGING  
SUB-COMMITTEE 

   

Position Incumbent Election Entitlements / Appointment  
Judging Coordinator Tracy Holmes Appointed Appointed 
Secretary / Promotions / 
Communications Coordinator 

New Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

Education Coordinator Nicki Aspinall Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
NDP A / Team Pennants 
Coordinator  

New Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

Badge Test & Loftus Challenge 
Coordinator 

New Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

Judges Invitational Coordinator Julie Jervis Due Voting – Elected– 1 year 
State Championships 
Coordinator 

New Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

Regional Coordinator Jo Bulsing Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Elite Coordinator/Nat L 7-10 Heidi Rose Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Club Levels Coordinator Rebecca Mordini Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Schoolgirls Coordinator Colleen Ballantyne Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
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Rhythmic Gymnastics  
 

Position Incumbent Election Entitlements / Appointment  
Chair / Technical Director Karyn Murray Not Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Secretary / Promotions / 
Communications Coordinator 

Vacant Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

Judging Coordinator Karen Gilgallon Due Voting – Elected – 2 year 
Coaching Coordinator Leah Gay Not Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Events Coordinator Beth Tennant (Levels) 

Lauren Murray (Elite) 
Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 

HPC Representative Krasi Yurukova Appointed Voting – Appointed  – 2 year 
Project Officer Viktor Markov Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
    
JUDGING SUB-COMMITTEE    
Position Incumbent Election Entitlements / Appointment  
Judging Coordinator Karen Gilgallon Due Voting – Elected – 2 year 
Judges Invitational Coordinator New Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Loftus Challenge Coordinator New Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Secretary / Administration New Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

Gymnastics For All  
 

Position Incumbent Election Entitlements / Appointment  
Chair / Technical Director Rachel Steen Not Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Secretary / Promotions / 
Communications Coordinator 

Vacant Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

Events Project Officer Vacant Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Schools Project Officer Vacant Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Special Needs Project Officer Rosemary Hartley 

Debbs van Hagen 
Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

Displays Project Officer Julie Biltoft Due Voting – Elected  – 1 year 
KinderGym Project Officer Lisa Cassotti Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Regional Project Officer Rachel Steen Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Committee Member Kara Criddle Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

Sports Aerobics  
 

Position Incumbent Election Entitlements / Appointment  
Chair / Technical Director Karon Williams Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Secretary / Promotions / 
Communications Coordinator 

Michelle Godber Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

Judging Coordinator Debbs van Hagen Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Coaching Coordinator Trudi Nurse Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Events Coordinator Lesley How Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Committee Member Sarah Miller Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Committee Member Ann Ranieri Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

Trampoline Sports  
 

Position Incumbent Election Entitlements / Appointment  
Chair / Technical Director Tony Burton Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Secretary / Promotions / 
Communications Coordinator 

Jennifer Richards Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

Judging Coordinator Pam Walker Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Coaching Coordinator Phillippa Pruess Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Events Coordinator Andrew Turk Due Voting – Elected –  1year 
Committee Member Peter Baldry Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Committee Member Maureen Turk Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
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Sports Acrobatics  
 

Position Incumbent Election Entitlements / Appointment  
Chair / Technical Director Debbs van Hagen  Not Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Secretary / Promotions / 
Communications Coordinator 

Fiona Harling Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

Judging Coordinator Jane Collins Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Coaching Coordinator Ken Caraher Not Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Events Coordinator James Robertson Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Committee Member Carmel Skinner Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

Cheerleading  
 

Position Incumbent Election Entitlements / Appointment  
Chair / Technical Director Julie Biltoft Not Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Secretary / Promotions / 
Communications Coordinator 

Debbie Gough Due Voting – Elected – 1 years 

Judging Coordinator Ann Ranieri Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Coaching Coordinator Briony Keenan Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Events Coordinator Michelle Doepel Due Voting – Elected – 2 years 
Committee Member Simone Brissett – Harris Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 
Committee Member Monique Kramer Due Voting – Elected – 1 year 

 
NB:   GWA Gymsport’s State Team Selection Committee s will be appointed – 
as per GWA Technical Regulations Module Two. 
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GWA NOMINATION FORM 

Nomination Details 

Position 

 
Please tick the position you wish to be considered for; 
 
� Board 
 
 Position:  � President � Vice-President  � Member 
 
� Sport Management Committee 
 
 Position:  � Chair/Tech Director � Coach Co-ordinator 
    � Judge Co-ordinator � Communication/Promotion 
        � Events Co-ordinator � Member  
 
    � Other        
 
� Selection Committee 
 
 Position:         
 
� Sport Management Sub Committee 
 
 Position:         
 
 

Gymsport 

 
� MAG � WAG � RG  � GG  
� CHEER � AER  � TRP  � ACRO 
 

Nominee Details 
Indicating nominee’s willingness to accept position 

Name  
 

Signature  
 

Nominator Details 
Official of Affiliated Club or Board Member 

Name  
 

Signature  
 

Position  
 

Please attach a brief resume (not more than 100 words) which can be circulated to clubs. 
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CLUB 10 UPDATE 

Club Affiliation Applications  
Club Affiliation Packs for 2009 will be 
sent to clubs soon.  Forms will be due 
back by the 8th December with a 
$100 deposit.  This will help to ensure; 
 
• Your club is insured from the 1st 

January. 
• Your club and members are 

eligible for member rates at the 
Conference. 

• You receive your Club Affiliation 
Pack at the Conference. 

• Your club continues to be 
promoted by GWA through the 
office and website. 

 
Clubs will be invoiced for the balance 
of Affiliation Fees, due by the 12th 
February.  Should you require your 
Certificate of Currency before this date 
you must pay the insurance 
component before the Certificate can 
be issued. 
 

Affiliation Forms due back 

by 8th December 2008 with 

$100 deposit 

 

Cheertumble’n’fly Sports Academy  
Welcome to our newest club, 
Cheertumble’n’fly Sports Academy. 
Owner Mim Longo is about to open up 
in Queens Park, High Wycombe and 
Forrestfield.  

Healthy Club Sponsorship  
Congratulations to Kojonup 
Gymnastics club and Peel 
Dynamic Gymsports for securing 
Healthy Club Sponsorship through 
Healthway for the 2008/2009 summer 
round. The winter round will be 
advertised in January 2009 at 
www.smawa.asn.au. 89% of clubs who 
applied for the summer round were 
successful in securing amounts up to 
$2500 to implement a range of health, 
safety, education and participation 
initiatives. 

Registration of Gymnasts in 2009  
In 2009, as in 2008, clubs have two 
options for registering their gymnasts.  
Manual Athlete Registration is 
recommended for clubs with less than 
50 members or Gymnastics Online 
(GOL) Registration which is 
recommended for clubs of more than 
50 members. 
 
Clubs who choose to register their 
athletes using the Manual Athlete 
Registration method in 2009 will be 
required to pay a levy of $170*.  Clubs 
with less than 50 members (in 2008) 
and clubs using GOL will be exempt 
from paying the levy. 
If you would like to register for GOL 
please complete the GOL Application 
Form attached and return to 
Gymnastics Australia.  The 
subscription is for 12 months so you 
can apply anytime, you do not need to 
wait until the 1st January.   
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Club 10 Workshops  
The Star 3 Workshop Series will be 
available in WA again in 2009. The 
Workshop Series is for Star 1 and 2 
clubs who would like to apply for Star 
3 in 2009 and Star 3 clubs that need to 
renew in 2009. 
 
The first workshop will be held on 
Monday 30th March.  More details will 
be provided soon.  
 
Any clubs who would like assistance 
with their club 10 applications prior to 
that time are encouraged to contact 
Toni Austin at Gymnastics WA on 
9228 9399 or at club10@gymnasticswa.asn.au 

 

Workshop One 

Monday 30th March 

 
 
JLT Sport Launches Asset Protect 
On-Line  
JLT Sport Asset Protect online 
programme was launched earlier this 
week and is now live and available for 
all affiliated gymnastics clubs.  
This new innovation has been 
developed to provide clubs with instant 
online access to business insurance in 
a very quick and simple online format 
www.jltsport.com.au/assetprotect 
In essence, clubs can now obtain low 
cost/broad cover insurance for their 
assets (contents, stock, equipment, 
money, & buildings) to cover things 
such as fire, theft, malicious/accidental 
damage etc. 
By utilising the buying power of over 
15,000 JLT Sport clubs throughout 
Australia, quotes start at around $250 
(plus government charges) for a base 
level of cover, but are tailored to suit 
each club. 
In a high majority of cases, clubs will 
receive better coverage than they 

have at present and/or cheaper 
premiums. Some clubs who have 
already taken out a policy have seen 
premium costs reduced by up to half 
and almost all have received 
enhanced coverage to better protect 
their club. 
We encourage you to visit the website 
at www.jltsport.com.au/assetprotect and 
promote this market leading insurance 
product that has taken JLT Sport over 
two years to develop to ensure clubs 
are adequately covered for their 
property risks. 
 

 
 
Conference 2009  
The program for the 2009 Conference 
was sent out last week. There are 
some great presentations and 
workshops and I encourage you to 
have a look now at what you would 
like people in your club to attend and 
get your application in early. 
 
Some of the details for the Club 10 
administration workshops on Monday 
are yet to be finalised so there is an 
opportunity for YOU to help design 
these sessions. This is a free forum to 
meet your needs, so please let me 
know if there is a topic, the 
presentation of which would make a 
difference to your club and preferably 
other clubs as well. 
   
Alternatively, if someone at your club 
can present a topic which would be of 
interest to the gymnastics community, 
please email Toni the details at 
club10@gymnasticwa.asn.au  
 

The Club 10 Forum on Saturday is 
where you will receive your Affiliation 
Packs and it is essential that at least 
one representative attends these 
sessions. 
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EDUCATION 
 

2009 GWA Conference 

 
Saturday 17th January 2009 
Sunday 18th January 2009 
Monday 19th January 2009 

 
Program available at  

gymnasticswa.asn.au/coacheducation.htm  

 
Workshop places are limited so 
please make sure you send in 
your application forms early to 

avoid disappointment.  

Coaching Courses 2009  
The first coaching course in 2009 will 
be a Kindergym coaching course.  
 
Date: Monday 19 January 2009 
Time: 8.30am – 4.30pm 
Venue: State Gymnastics Centre, 
99 Loftus Street, Leederville. 
 
Please contact 
education@gymnasticswa.asn.au to apply.  
 
 

 

Have you attended a Coaching  
Course in 2008?  
This is a reminder that your workbooks 
and assessment books are due into 
GWA for marking.  
If you require extra time to complete 

your books please contact the 
Education Officer and request an 
extension. 
 

Interested in becoming a 
Presenter for Nationally 
Accredited Gymnastics 
Courses?  

The Department of Sports and 
Recreation along with GWA will be 
running a Presenters Course in 2009. 
It will be run over two nights with 
attended at both necessary to gain 
accreditation.  

Monday 19 January 6pm – 9pm 

Tuesday 20 January 6pm – 9pm 
Please contact 
education@gymnasticswa.asn.au to apply.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

The course will cover five major 
modules:  

• role of the presenter  
• engaging the learner  
• facilitation skills and questioning 

techniques  
• preparing a presentation  
• delivery methods and teaching 

aids  
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MEN’S ARTISTIC GYMNASTICS 

Who knew we had a model among 
us??  
Congratulations to Darren or as he’s 
better know now as  
“Mr October”  for winning the  
“94.5 Hot Hubby of the month”. 
Rumour is that a lot of votes were 
received from Melbourne? Although 
this rumour is yet to be confirmed. 
 

 
 
Katherine says this about Darren, "He treats 
me like a princess and absolutely adores our 
eight week old daughter Caitlin. Darren has 
been doing gymnastics since he was in 
nappies and now also coaches a boy’s 
gymnastics team hence the hot bod!" 
 

 

HPC NEWS 
Good luck to 
Tashi and Matt at 
the Australian Youth 
Olympic Festival. 

 

 

National Clubs  
Good Luck to all clubs attending 
MAG/WAG National Clubs. 
 
 
 
 

NEXT SMC MEETING 

CANCELLED 

 
Please be aware the last SMC for 
the year on December 16th has 

been cancelled. 
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WOMEN’S ARTISTIC GYMNASTICS 

WAG SMC 
Thank you to those clubs who took the 
time to complete the two surveys sent 
to all clubs regarding National 
Development/State Levels and Club 
Levels within Western Australia.  The 
results will now be sent to the GWA 
Board for review together with the 
feedback from the last WAG SMC 
meeting.  Based on this information, 
the GWA Board will give direction to 
the SMC as to which changes can be 
implemented for 2009 and accordingly 
this will be finalised at the SMC 
meeting in December. 
 
Notification of the date and time of the 
SMC meeting with be distributed via 
email to all clubs. 

National Levels Committee  
The next meeting for this National 
Committee is on 5 December 2008 via 
teleconference.  If any clubs would like 
to provide any feedback regarding 
recommendations regarding the 
National Program Manual for 2010, 
please email this information through 
to the WAG Sports Manager. 
wag@gymnasticswa.asn.au 
 

Desiree Jones is the WA 
representative on this committee. 
 
 
 
 

National Commission 
Appointments  
Congratulations to Desiree Jones, 
GWA WAG Technical Director who 
has been voted onto the WAG 
National Commission.  She joins 
Helen Colagiuri, Jill Wright and 
Michelle De Highden who will drive 
WAG nationally during the next 
Olympic cycle.   
The state is really proud to have Des 
elected onto this committee. 

Go for 2&5 Op Spec State 
Championships  

Well done to all 
gymnasts who achieved 
great results at this event 
from 23 – 26 October 2008.  
There were more than 600 

competitors at this event.  Many had 
travelled great distances to be part of 
this annual competition.  
 
A big thank you to all the coaches, 
judges and volunteers who supported 
this event and for the tireless 
dedication they all give to the sport. 
For full results  
gymnasticswa.asn.au/Events&Results.htm  
 
 

 
 

DSR Course Presenters Course  
GWA in conjunction with DSR is 
offering a Course Presenters Course 
on Monday 19th and Tuesday 20th 
January 2009 from 6.00 to 9.00pm at 
the Department of Sport and 
Recreation at a subsidised cost of 
$50.  The application form is contained 
in the conference booklet which has 
been emailed to all current technical 
members and is on the website at 
gymnasticswa.asn.au/coacheducation.htm 
 The WAG Community is very short of 
course presenters and we encourage 
coaches and judges to consider doing 
this course over the two evenings. 
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DSR Official of the Year Awards  
On Friday 31 October the Department 
of Sport and Recreation Awards were 
held at the Sheraton Hotel in Perth.  
The evening was well attended by 
numerous sports, including 
gymnastics which had representatives 
from WAG/RG and Cheerleading who 
filled a table at this event. 
Congratulations must go to Desiree 
Jones who received a Commendation 
Certificate for recognition of her 
dedication as an official to the sport 
over the last twelve months.   
 

 
Desiree Jones (centre) 

National Clubs  
The work plan for this event will be 
released by GA on 13 November 
2008.  The final schedule may be 
found at :- 
gymnastics.org.au/pdfiles/Timetable%20-
%20final.pdf 

 

 
 
 
 

International Competitions  

 
 
Look out for Lauren Mitchell (pictured 
below) who is representing Australia at 
the forthcoming 25th Annual DTB Cup 
from 14-16th November at the Hanns - 
Martin Schleyer arena in Stuttgart 
Germany.  Accompanying Lauren is 
her coach Nikolai Lapchine and judge 
Desiree Jones.  
  

 

Congratulations  
On 31 October 

2008, Amelia 
Foster, Events 

Coordinator on WAG 
SMC brought into the 
world a beautiful little 
boy.  Elliot weighed in at 
2.8kgs and will be a 
great friend and play 

mate for his brother 
Hamish. Congratulations to both 
Amelia and Duncan 
 

 




