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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Welcome to 2008! 
The new year has started for us all in 
the Gymnastics community and 
already we have had two exciting and 
well attended events, the Annual 
Conference held on the 19 & 20 
January and the Inaugural Annual 
Dinner held on the evening of the 2 
February. 
 
We are all looking forward to 2008 
with our forthcoming (and very 
exciting) move into our new GWA 
State Gymnastics Centre at Loftus 
Recreation Centre.  As far as 
timeframes as to when this will occur, 
these dates have not as yet been 
confirmed.  We understand that this 
will without doubt cause some 
difficulties and problems, please 
continue to work with us during this 
transition period. 

GWA Staffing 
It is with sadness that I announce that 
Cat Ranieri has resigned from 
Gymnastics WA to concentrate on her 
studies at University, we wish Cat all 
the very best with her studies and 
know that we will continue to see her 
at competitions and events. 
 
This however leaves us with some 
openings for work for the positions that 
Cat is leaving; 
• GWA Data-Entry Operator (6-8 

hours per week) 
• Optional Spectacular Sports 

Manager (Project based) 
 
As of April we will have a further 
position for a one year appointment to 
the position of Club 10 Officer.  Sam 
Williams, as I am sure many of you 
are aware, is having a baby and we 
need someone to continue the 
ongoing work with our clubs.  This 
position will be for 20 hours per week. 
 
 

 
For further information 
regarding all of the positions 
please see the job 
advertisement section of this Bulletin. 
 
GWA Annual Conference 2008 
2008 saw 167 participants attend the 
Annual Conference held at the 
Department of Sport and Recreation 
Offices and Challenge Stadium. 
 
Saturday morning was the Club 10 
Forum where 39 participants from 25 
different clubs attended.  This is an 
outstanding representation from our 
clubs for what is a very valuable 
session for all that attend. 
 
We are presently collecting feedback 
information from the conference, I 
encourage you all to complete this 
documentation and return it to the 
office. 
 
Finally, a very big thank you to 
everyone who attended the 
Conference and also to our presenters 
and GWA staff who assisted in the 
organisation of the event – Well done 
to you all! 
 
In relation to Education courses – 
February sees us running 11 
Education Courses (6 coaching and 5 
judging) – this is a very busy time and 
for a number of courses we are now 
reaching maximum numbers. 
 
We ask clubs and individual technical 
members to assist us with the 
following areas; 
• Pay your registration for technical 

membership to GA! 
• Complete your enrolment forms 

accurately and ensure that you 
include your GA ID number and all 
other relevant details 

• Make payment when you send in 
your enrolment form. 
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Inaugural GWA Awards Night 
Over 170 people joined us at the Perth 
Hockey Stadium to celebrate our 
Awards Night.  Thank you to all 
involved who assisted with the 
organisation of the evening, those who 
sponsored awards and to each and 
every one of you who attended. 
 
The Awards this year saw the 
following GWA category winners; 
• 2007 NOP Official of the Year 
 

 
GWA 2007 NOP Official of the Year Awards 
Pam Walker, Jane Collins, Michael Williams, 

Desiree Jones, Karyn Murray, 
Ann Ranieri, Absent – Karon Williams 

 

• 2007 Gymsport Recognition of 
Achievement Awards 

• 2007 Champion Clubs (Individual 
Gymsports & Overall Champion) 

 

 
GWA 2007 Champion Clubs 

Star-Mites Gymsports Pty Ltd (Overall 
Champion Club) 

• 2007 Special Achievement Awards 
Club 10 Star 4 Clubs 

• 2007 Gymsport Athlete and 
Coaching  

 

The other categories recognised 
included; 
• GA 2006 Special Recognition 

Awards for Harlequin Spirals and 
Recognition for Outstanding 
Contributions from the retiring 
Aerobics trio of Melissa Davies, 
Leah Henville and Melissa Read. 

• DSR 2007 Sports Official Awards. 
 

Congratulations to all of our Award 
winners, thank you to each of you! 

Clubs! Clubs! Clubs! 
Welcome back to those clubs from 
2007 that have completed their 
affiliation for 2008.  Thank you to the 
many clubs that have submitted all of 
their paperwork and paid their 
affiliation fees. 
Welcome to our new clubs; 
• Southside Districts Gymnastic 

Academy 
• Southern Star Trampoline 

Academy 
• Stellar Gymsports  
• NRG Cheer Sports (currently 

finalising incorporation) 

Athlete, Coaching & Judging 
Registrations 
Now the year has started it is 
important that all clubs ensure that 
their athletes, coaches and judges are 
registered – please be diligent with 
this!!!! 
Please be reminded that it is the 
responsibility of the individual 
technical member and club to ensure 
that this is followed up.  This of course 
becomes very important when it 
comes to competition entries, none of 
us would like to see athletes excluded 
from a competition through non 
registration of themselves, their coach 
or the clubs nominated judge. 
 

I wish each of you a busy and 
enjoyable 2008 - we are looking 
forward to working with you! 
 

Robyn Kuhl 



 

Gymnastics WA Bulletin – February 2008 – From the Executive Director 

Dressed to impress at the GWA Inaugural Awards NightDressed to impress at the GWA Inaugural Awards NightDressed to impress at the GWA Inaugural Awards NightDressed to impress at the GWA Inaugural Awards Night
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
What a difference from leos and 

trackies.  Three ladies who 
really turned heads on the 

night were; Tracy Booth, Jane 
Collins and Emma Banwell. 
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CLUB 10 UPDATE 

Club Affiliations 
Thank you to those clubs that have 
already finalised their Club Affiliation.  
Over 27 clubs have completed their 
form, paid fees and registered 
coaches, this is a big improvement on 
previous year’s. 
 
Club Affiliation Packs have been 
delivered to the majority of clubs.  
Don’t forget to register your athletes 
using the NEW GA Coding Guide 
included in your pack and available 
from the website at 
gymnasticswa.asn.au/forms.htm 

All Club levels gymnasts (Op Spec) 
should be registered as MAG Level 0 
or WAG Level 0. 
 
If you require more Membership Cards 
or Kindergym Packs please contact 
the GWA office. 
 
The GWA Resource CD will be 
produced and sent to all clubs and 
technical members shortly. 

New Clubs for 2008 
Welcome to our new clubs for 2008; 
• Stellar Gymsports owned by 

Lorraine Fisher is operating from 
Port Kennedy and offering WAG, 
MAG and AER. 

• Southside Districts Gymnastic 
Academy owned by Amanda 
Quigley is operating from 
Fremantle and is offering WAG. 

• NRG Cheer Sports (currently 
finalising incorporation) with 
President John Revnak and coach 
Debbie Gough. 

• Southern Star Trampoline 
Academy Inc is a merging of two 
clubs being Thornlie and 
Skysurfers. 

 
We also have several clubs who have 
closed or are not affiliating in 2008; 
Aero Moves, Aqua Jetty, Aztec 
Trampoline and Jollettes. 

Club 10 Star 4 Clubs 
Congratulations to the WA 
Clubs who were recognised at 
the GWA Awards Night Dinner for 
achieving Club 10 Star 4 accreditation. 
• Northern Districts 
• Roleystone 
• Spirit Gymsports 
• Star-Mites 
 

 
GWA 2007 Special Achievement Awards – 

Club 10 Star 4 Clubs 
Debbs van Hagen, Lisa Casotti, Gail Melinger 

and Sue Georgeff 
Courtesy of Winning Sports Photography 

 
The clubs received a plaque and a Go 
for 2&5 / GWA Pull-up Banner with 
their club name on it! 
 

 

Club 10 Applications 
The next closing date for Club 10 
Application is the 31st March.  Please 
contact me if you wish to apply or to 
receive a Checklist. 
Clubs that are required to renew this 
year will receive a copy of the 
Checklist soon.  Applications can be 
submitted by the 31st March or the 30th 
September. 
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Working With Children Checks 
Clubs must ensure that all volunteers 
and paid staff have a current WWCC if 
required. 

Currently Required 
• Self-Employed people 
• Volunteers working with 0-12 year 

olds 
• New Employees 

Required in 2008 
• Volunteers working with 13-17 

year olds 
• Existing Employees 

Exemptions 
• There are exemptions, see the 

website for more information 
checkwwc.wa.gov.au 

 

 

Technical Membership 
Have all of your coaches and judges 
registered for 2008?  Your club is 
responsible for ensuring that all 
classes are coached by accredited 
and registered coaches.  All clubs are 
encouraged to request written proof of 
registration with GA from all their 
technical members. 

Judging Requirements 
Please ensure that you are aware of 
the new judging requirements for 2008 
so that you avoid any unnecessary 
fines.  See the Competition Entry Form 
and Judge Nomination Form for more 
information at gymnasticswa.asn.au/forms.htm. 
The penalty for not supplying the 
required number of judges is a $100 
fine per judge per session.  New Clubs 
and Clubs competing in Regional 
Competitions are exempt.  Please 
contact your Sports Manager with any 
questions. 

Conference Resources 
We were very fortunate to have some 
excellent speakers at the Club 10 
Forum during the GWA Conference.  
Bronson Justus from JLT delivered a 
presentation on insurance.  Please 
contact me if you would like a copy of 
his presentation. 
 
Daren Wolfe from Gymnastics 
Townsville was our guest presenter 
who provided information on how his 
club had become involved with Club 
10 and how is club had benefited.  
One of the resources Daren 
highlighted was the Organisational 
Timeline.  I have placed this resource 
on the website at 
http://gymnasticswa.asn.au/bulletin.htm 

Healthy Club Sponsorship Program  

Winter 2008 
The winter Healthy Club sponsorship 
round is now open to incorporated 
sporting clubs competing in a 
recognised competition over the 
Winter of 2008.  Applications close 
5pm Friday 29 February 2008. The 
Healthy Club Sponsorship Program 
provides an incentive for sporting 
clubs to identify and address a range 
of issues that have the potential to 
improve the health and safety of their 
members and supporters.  Successful 
applicants can use the sponsorship 
(up to $2,500) to implement a range of 
health, education and sport 
participation initiatives within their club.   
 
You can download the application form 
and guidelines from the SMA site 
smawa.asn.au/extra.asp?id=421&OrgID=120 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sam Williams 

WA Club 10 Officer 
9228 9399 / 0400 732 966 
club10@gymnasticswa.asn.au 



The Department of Sport and Recreation invites 
members of sporting organisations to the 
Member Protection Information Offi cer Course.
The Department of Sport and Recreation invites members of sporting 
organisations to the Member Protection Information Offi cer Course.

The revised two week course provides members of sporting organisations with an opportunity 
to increase their understanding of harassment, discrimination and child abuse in sport and 
to learn practical skills to take on a Member Protect ion Information Offi cer (MPIO) role.

Saturday 9am–4.30pm
8 March and 15 March 2008

Cost $60 inc. GST
Department of Sport and Recreation, Conference Room

246 Vincent Street, Leederville

Both days must be attended

All food and drink provided

RSVP 
Before 26 February 2008. Places are limited and will fi ll quickly.

FURTHER INFORMATION 
Sunny Norrish, Graduate Offi cer – Programs and Services
Department of Sport and Recreation 
PO Box 329, LEEDERVILLE WA 6903
Telephone 9492 9827 Facsimile 9492 9711
Email sunny.norrish@dsr.wa.gov.au

Member Protection 
Information Officer Training

Member Protection Course



Harassment in sport is damaging to everyone concerned - 
the person harassed, the harasser, the club or organisation 
and the sport itself. Harassment denies people the right 
to be treated with respect, dignity and fairness, and to 
participate in an environment that is enjoyable, safe and 
healthy.

A vital component of the Australian Sports Commission’s 
Harassment Free Sport Strategy is the Member Protection 
Information Offi cer Course (MPIO) - formerly known as 
Harassment Contact Offi cer Course and the Member 
Protection Offi cer Course. The revised two-day course 
now includes information regarding child protection, 
investigations, Working With Children Checks, tribunals 
and mediation. 

Trained Member Protection Information Offi cers bring 
a number of benefi ts to an organisation. Sports with 
trained MPIOs are in a better position to manage legal 
requirements regarding anti-harassment and child 
protection legislation as well as addressing insurance 
requirements that require appropriate risk management 
strategies to be in place. In addition the training of MPIOs 
is a key requirement for sporting organisations to achieve 
their ASC and state department of sport and recreation 
funding, in relation to the implementation of a national 
Member Protection Policy.

THE MPIO:
• Does not investigate or resolve confl icts or try to bring 

the complainant and the person complained about 
together. 

• Is the fi rst point of call in a club, state or national 
sporting organisation for any queries, complaints or 
concerns around harassment, discrimination and child 
abuse in sport. 

• Provides confi dential information, moral support to the 
person alleging harassment and options to help resolve 
the issue.  

• Can help resolve disputes and complaints before they 
escalate into issues that can cost the organisation both 
in terms of negative publicity and fi nancially.

Course participants need to be nominated by or have the 
support of their sports organisation. People who should 
consider doing the two-day course could include:

• Administration offi cers, development offi cers, coaching 
directors or other salaried staff members.

• Staff or volunteer members who already have training 
in counselling, confl ict resolution or mediation (through 
their work, school etc)

• Volunteer committee members (not associated with 
athlete/team selection processes)

It is important that whoever takes on the role of MPIO be:

• Trustworthy, honest and discreet

• Approachable and easily accessible

• Calm and logical

• Empathic and a good listener

Participants are required to complete two on-line Play by 
the Rules training modules as a pre-requisite to the MPIO 
course. To access the modules visit www.playbytherules.
net.au. Participants are required to complete the 
harassment module that represents their role within their 
sport and the child protection module applicable for their 
state or territory. 

Background Information

Member Protection Course



Registration
Please complete and send the registration form below before 26 February 2008.

PREREQUISITE
Play by the Rules harassment and child protection modules. To access the modules visit www.playbytherules.net.au.

PARTICIPANT DETAILS 
FIRST NAME      SURNAME 

ORGANISATION      POSITION

ADDRESS  

 

SUBURB           POST CODE 

TELEPHONE      FACSIMILE  

MOBILE        EMAIL

Please book your attendance as soon as possible as numbers are limited. 
Tickets will not be available for purchase at the event.

COST
$60 inc. GST

PAYMENT OPTIONS
ENCLOSED IS MY CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER FOR $    (CHEQUES PAYABLE TO “DEPT OF SPORT AND RECREATION”)

PLEASE CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD FOR $              VISA   MASTERCARD 

    –     –     –     EXPIRY DATE   /  

CARDHOLDERS NAME       SIGNATURE   

 PLEASE TICK IF YOU REQUIRE A TAX INVOICE (RECEIPT)

TAX INVOICE TO BE MADE OUT TO 

PLEASE POST TO

Send form with payment to:  Sunny Norrish, Graduate Offi cer – Programs and Services
      Department of Sport and Recreation 
      PO Box 329, LEEDERVILLE WA 6903
      Telephone 9492 9827 Facsimile 9492 9711
      Email sunny.norrish@dsr.wa.gov.au

34107 12002 CF AAAA AAAAA

ABN 14 445 022 107

Member Protection Course
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EDUCATION 

Conference 2008 
Thank you to all those people who 
were involved in making the 2008 
conference a successful event.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guest Presenter, Daren Wolfe at the  
2008 GWA Conference 

 
Over the weekend 168 participants 
took part in the many varied 
workshops held over the two days. 
The buzz over the weekend and the 
positive feedback was overwhelming, 
making it a pleasure for the 
participants and a delight for us at 
GWA to see.  
The conference is run annually for the 
Gymnastics community – that is you! 
If you have any feedback on the 
conference that could be used in 
planning for 2009 then please email 
Ruth or Angelo at 
education@gymnasticswa.asn.au 

Education Calendar 
The 2008 education calendar is 
located at 
gymnasticswa.asn.au/coacheducation.htm 

or  
gymnasticswa.asn.au/judgeeducation.htm 

Up and Coming Coaches 
Courses 
Course 

Date 
Course Closing 

Date 
23 Feb  
 

Level 1 General 
Principles Course 

15 Feb 

24 Feb  
 

MAG Level 1 Coaching 
Course 
 
WAG Level 1 Coaching 
Course 

15 Feb 

2 Mar 
 

MAG Level 2 – Part 3 
Day 1 

22 Feb 

9 Mar 
 

MAG Level 2 – Part 3 
Day 2  

22 Feb 

6 Apr 
 

Level 1 General 
Principles Course 

28 Feb 

Up and Coming Judging Courses 
Course 

Date 
Course Closing 

Date 
23-24 
Feb 

MAG Level 3 Judging 
Course 

15 Feb 

8 Mar ACRO Level 1 Judging 
Course 

29 Feb 

9 Mar AER Level 1A Judging 
Course  

29 Feb 

15-16 
Mar 

WAG Level 1 and Club 
Level  Judging Course 

7 Mar 

16 Mar RG Level 2A Judging 
Course 

7 Mar 

Promotion of Courses 
Clubs are encouraged to promote 
Courses within their clubs.  
To assist you, the following flyers can 
be found on the GWA website. 
• Gaining a Gymsport Judging 
• Accreditation 
• Example Letter for Judging 

Candidates 
• ‘Becoming A Coach’ Poster  
• How To Gain A Coaching 

Accreditation Booklet 
The forms are available at 
gymnasticswa.asn.au/forms.htm 
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Course and Workshop Enrolments 
All candidates must complete an 
Application Form and return to GWA 
with payment.  
The early bird rate closes on the 
Friday one week prior to the course.  If 
minimum numbers for a course are not 
obtained by the closing date (early bird 
rate) the course will be cancelled. 
Applications after the closing date will 
only be accepted if the course is 
running and places are available (at 
the standard rate). 
Accreditation Course Application 
Forms are available on the GWA 
website at gymnasticswa.asn.au/forms.htm 

Up and Coming Judging 
Workshops 
Workshop 

Date 
Workshop 

19 Mar AER Judge Video Night 
2 Apr WAG FIG Video Night 
8 Apr WAG FIG Video Night 
23 Apr WAG Nat L7-10 Video Night 
8 May WAG Nat L7-10 Video Night 
14 May CHEER Judges Video Night 
21 May WAG L2 Video Night (L4-6) 
22 May WAG Int 6/8 Video Night 
3 Jun WAG L2 Video Night (L4-6) 

Up and Coming DSR Courses 

• Intermediate (Replacing Level 2 
Course) Coaching GP Course - 
Wed 26, Sun 30 March & Wed 2 
and Sun 6 April 

• Dealing with Conflict and Difficult 
People Seminar - Mon 5 May 

• Dealing with Conflict and Difficult 
People - Presenters Workshop - 
Wed 11 June 

• Presenters Course - Mon 10 & 
Tues 11 March 

• Assessors Course - Mon 12 & 
Wed 14 May 

• ASC Officiating Mentor Workshop 
- Date to be advised 

Registration forms are available on the 
DSR website www.dsr.wa.gov.au.  
Information regarding venue, cost and 
modules/sessions is included on the 
registration forms. 
 
 

 
 
 

Coaches and Judges Registration 

Register Now! 
Coaches and Judges are required to 
be registered as Technical Members 
at the beginning of each year. 
All coaches and judges must be 
registered to coach or judge on the 
competition floor at GWA events.  
If you have not registered for 2008 and 
need assistance please contact 
Angelo education@gymnasticswa.asn.au 

Great Southern Central South 
Regional Congress 
The Great Southern is holding their 
congress in Esperance on the 29 and 
30 March. 
  
North West Congress 

The North West is 
holding their annual 
congress on the 1-
2 March in 
Karratha. Guest 
Presenters include 
Alida Scott, James 
Keatley, Marie 

Pudelek and Ruth Gibbons.  
In addition to the accreditation courses 
being offered, the congress will offer 
Club 10 workshops, bridging courses, 
MAG, WAG and Kindergym clinics.  

Wanted: Presenters and Assessors 
GWA is currently looking for 
experienced coaches who would like 
to be involved in the education 
system.  
Presenting at accreditation courses 
and the assessing of workbooks are 
both paid positions, not to mention the 
intrinsic reward of being involved in 
what is a vital part of the                                                                  
gymnastics community – training new 
coaches!!  If you are interested please 
contact Ruth or Angelo for more 
details education@gymnasticswa.asn.au 
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MEN’S ARTISTIC GYMNASTICS 

Welcome  
Hi all and welcome back for 2008. 
Please allow me to introduce myself.   
I would like to thank the outgoing SMC 
committee and welcome in the new 
committee for 2008.  I look forward to 
working with you all. 
Cheers 
Suzie  
Office hours 
Mon/Tue/Thu 9.30am -2.30pm 
0400 609 382 

GWA Sports Management 
Committee 2008  

GWA Awards Night  
Congratulations to the following: 

MAG Coach of the Year  
(as nominated by the judges)  
Igor Bespalov and Richard Kural 
(pictured below) 
 

 

 

MAG Official of the Year 
Michael Williams 

MAG Champion Club  
Star-Mites Gymsports 

MAG Elite Athlete of the Year 
Martin Jozwiak 

MAG Snr Nat Athlete of the Year 
Mark Kural (pictured below) 

 

National Clubs  
Congratulations to the MAG HPC boys 
who attended National Clubs: 
Lawrence Haywood 4th in Level 5 
Ben Ferguson 4th in Level 4 
Also congratulations to all the WA 
clubs who participated in National 
Clubs -Spirit, West Coast and 
Northern Districts who achieved 9th 
overall. 

WA Youth Awards  
For West Australians aged between 
13 and 25yrs.  If you know someone 
you would like to enter the closing 
date is Friday 29 February 2008. 
Please see website for further details: 
childrenandyouth.wa.gov.au 

Chair/Tech Director Richard Kural 
Judging Co-ordinator Michael Williams 
Coaching Co-ordinator James Keatley 
Secretary Zoey Blampey 
Elite Liaison Igor Bespalov 
Events Co-ordinator Zoey Blampey 
Committee Member Sue Perry 
Committee Member Alida Scott 
Committee Member Sarah Miller 




